
3rd Quarter 
September 1, 2015 

 



Financials 
• Cash Balance as of June 30      $66,866.39 
• YTD Expenditures                      $72,382.07 
• 4th Quarter Expenditures          $34,214.03 
• Contributions as of June 30     $11,045.00 
• Budget transfer 
▫ Transfer $100 from Contractual Service to 

Travel/Mileage. 
• Audit 
• Cashed in Certificate of Deposit 
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Old Business 

• Basin Updates 
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Old Business 

•
• St. Joseph River Basin Filter Strip Initiative 
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Old Business 

•
•

• Indiana Watershed 
Leadership Academy 
Scholarship 
▫ Due October 1, 2015 
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Old Business 

•
•
•
•
• LARE Grant Awarded – Cobus Creek 
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Old Business 

•
•
•
•
•
• Noble County Lake Gauges Support Letter 
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Simonton Lake – Elkhart,IN  
  

Sylvan Lake - Rome City, IN 
 

Waldron Lake – Cosperville, IN 

Gauges Losing Funding 



Old Business 

•
•
•
•
•
•
• Water Monitoring Program Update 
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New Business 
• West Chain of Lakes Flooding – Noble County 
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New Business 

•
• Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Wetland 

Restoration Project 
▫ 40 acres of wetland restoration 
▫ Emphasis on forested wetland     
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New Business 

•
•

• Fawn River Cost-share Letter of Support 
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Dowagiac  River Res tora tion  –  
Pucker S tree t Dam Removal 
 
 
 



Dowagiac River  

• Unique Resource 
• Other Restoration Efforts 
• Pucker St Dam Removal – Why and How 
• Funding 
• Partnerships 



Pucker Street Dam   
ranked #1 for removal in  
St. Joseph River 
Watershed 

Unique Resource 
Dowagiac River   
- Good quality cold water trout system  
- Extensive river restoration work (MEANDRS, 
MDNR, Cass County Parks, County Drain 
Commissioners) 



 



Dowagiac River  Watershed 



Unique Resource - Quality of 
Dowagiac River 

• Overall good water quality 
• Wetlands – only 39% loss 
• Great fishing 

 
 

 
 



Unique Resource - Quality of 
Dowagiac River 

• Biggest Current Threats  
–  Agriculture  
– Urban development  
– Polluted Runoff 



Success Story in the Dowagiac - Pokagon Band 
Development 
- Minimized impervious areas 
- Maximized infiltration & groundwater recharge  

LID Techniques 
Narrow/porous roads 

No curb and gutter 

Porous trail surfaces 

Efficient floor plans 

Native plants/ grasses 

Bioswales/rain gardens 

Preserved open space 



Unique Resource - Quality of 
Dowagiac River 

• Historic Impacts 
– Channelization & Pucker St Dam 

 



Dodd Park, Cass County 

Restoration of Dowagiac River – 
Meanders Restoration  



 
Wetland 

Restoration Area 



 



Impacts of the Dam 

 

Source: Iowa DNR 

River Health and the Dam 
 



• Removal 60% less than Repair (average) 
• Liability/Safety Issues 
• Restore Connectivity for migrating fish and other 

organisms 
• Improve Water Quality  

(dissolved oxygen, sediment transport, etc) 
• Recreational Economics:  

– Fishing - Anglers spend $38B annually  
– Boating - $100M annually on kayaking/canoeing  

 

Restoration of Dowagiac River – 
Dam Removal 



• Data Collection 
• sediment testing 
• depth of refusal survey 
• hazardous material survey 
• wetland/floodplain delineation 

• Develop concepts (involve public) and Select Final Design 
• Sediment management 

• Apply for permits 
• Complete Environmental Assessment 
• Develop bid documents 
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Restoration of Dowagiac River – 
Dam Removal Process 



Dam Removal and River Restoration  
 

– Dredge sediment, sculpt river channel 
• Active vs. passive restoration  
• Utilize pre-dam channel 
• Construct floodplain 

– Demolish dam 
– Add structure to river channel  
– Plant riparian areas  
– Ensure access for fishing and boating 

 

 



Dowagiac River Restoration 
Dam Removal Costs and Funding 

• City of Niles – utility surcharge ($1.5 -2 million) 
 

• 2013 MDNR- Aquatic Habitat -$200,000  
 
• FY 2014 US Fish & Wildlife Service - Fish Passage - $200,000  
 
• 2014 National Fish & Wildlife Foundation - Sustain our Great Lakes - 

$250,000  
 

• 2014 Great Lakes Fishery Trust - $200,000  
 

• 2014 MDNR- Dam Management – $90,750  
 

• 2014 Great Lakes Basin Fish Habitat Partnership - $100,000 
 

• FY 2015 US Fish & Wildlife Service - Fish Passage - $200,000 
 



Partners for Dowagiac River Restoration 
• Niles City 
• Southwest Michigan Planning Commission  
• Interfluve 
• Wightman & Associates 
• Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
• Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
• US Fish & Wildlife 
• Cass, Berrien and Van Buren County Drain Commissioners 
• Cass/Berrien NRCS 
• Berrien Conservation District 
• Cass County Parks Department 
• Dowagiac River Keepers 
• Partnership for Meeting the Ecological and Agricultural Needs of the 

Dowagiac River System (MEANDRS) 
• St Joe River Valley Fly Fishers 
• Friends of the St. Joe River (FotSJR) 
• Potawatomi RC&D 
• Southwest Michigan Economic Growth Alliance 
• Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 

 



 
http://www.swmpc.org/puckerstdam.asp 
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3rd Quarter 
September 1st, 2015 

 



Next Meeting 
December 1st, 2015 
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