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June 1, 2023



Opening Business

• Call to Order
• Introduction/Meeting Instructions
• Roll Call
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The SJRBC shall consist of the 
following (or their proxy):

• The Mayor of each Class-II City or the Executive of 
the municipality with the largest population if the 
County does not have a Class-II city

• A County Commissioner from each County
• The Health Officer from each County
• The County Surveyor from each County
• A Representative of the SWCD from each County
• The Director of the Indiana DNR

(paraphrased from IC 14-30-3-8)
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Meeting Instructions
• State your name & county when making motions
• No need to state your name when voting
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Opening Business

• Call to Order
• Introduction/Meeting Instructions
• Roll Call

▫ Your Name
▫ Your Title/Affiliation
▫ Who you represent 

(if you are a proxy)
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Consent Agenda

• Approval of Minutes
• Financial Report
• Approval of Claims
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Consent Agenda

• Approval of Minutes
▫ March 2, 2023
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Financial Report – FY 23 Q3 Activities
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Financial Report – FY 23 Q3 Assets
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Financial Report – FY 23 Q3 Cash Flows



Consent Agenda

• Approval of Minutes
• Financial Report
• Approval of Claims
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Consent Agenda

• Approval of Minutes
• Financial Report
• Approval of Claims

Questions?
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• 23rd Annual Symposium
▫ Held on May 12th at Pinhook Park
▫ Focused on Drainage Issues/Opportunities
▫ Followed by Watershed Celebration

Old Business
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• 23rd Annual Symposium
• Water Monitoring Program

Old Business
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SJRBC Water Monitoring 
Program Updates

Kate Barrett, PhD
June 1, 2023



SJRBC Biological monitoring program sites



How’s the water?2022 data are in!



Site Name (catchment area, square miles) ICI Score 2021 ICI Score 2022

Mill Creek (reference site) @ Preston Road 40 (Good) 48 (Exceptional)

Prairie River @ Hoshel Canoe County Park 26 (Fair) 44 (Very Good)

Nottawa Creek @ Olney Road 50 (Exceptional) 52 (Exceptional)

Coldwater River @ Riverbend County Park 42 (Very Good) 50 (Exceptional)

Fawn River @ Kime Bridge 38 (Good) 48 (Exceptional)

Pigeon Creek @ CR 327 near Angola 46 (Exceptional) 44 (Very Good)

Pigeon River @ Scott Mill 30 (Fair) 50 (Exceptional)

North Branch Elkhart River @ Delt Church Park 38 (Good) 34 (Marg. Good)

Elkhart River @ Ligonier 28 (Fair) 36 (Good)

Turkey Creek @ Wawasee Area 44 (Very Good) 54 (Exceptional)

Little Elkhart River @ CR 18 in Middlebury 42 (Very Good) 48 (Exceptional)

Turkey Creek of the Pigeon River ND 50 (Exceptional)



Partner support of monitoring efforts

● Strategic Water Monitoring Program Assistance:
○ Steuben County

■ Awarded $24,250 from Steuben County 
Community Foundation!

■ AmeriCorps internships
■ Trine partnership
■ Monitoring begins June 5

○ LaGrange County
■ Pilot program this summer



Outreach/education efforts

● IWLA presentation
● Unity Gardens Growing Summit
● Unity Gardens Earth Day/ 

Stormwater Saturday
● IAS conference

Upcoming:

1. Wellfield Botanic Gardens 
Education Event

2. Master Naturalist
3. Middlebury RiverFest
4. Hoosier Riverwatch workshop
5. Environmental Education 

Association of Indiana (EEAI) 
annual conference 



These data & other existing and historic data are part of a 
larger framework to synthesize & interpret spatial and 
temporal trends in watershed health.

Putting it all together: interactive web map 
https://stjoe.riverdata.org/ 

https://stjoe.riverdata.org/


Upcoming Hoosier Riverwatch training!

When: Saturday, September 9, 2023

Where: St. Patrick’s County Park, 50651 Laurel Rd, South Bend, IN 
46637

Time: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Be sure to dress for going into the stream and pack a lunch!

Space is limited to 15 people max!

Register at St. Joseph County Parks by calling

(574) 654-3155.



Need assistance with data?
I’m happy to help!

kbarrett@macog.com



Old Business
• 23rd Annual Symposium
• Water Monitoring Program
• Kate’s program updates
• Additional discharge measurements and 

gage installation 
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New Business
• Legislative Changes

▫ HB 1639: Watershed Development Commissions
● Voluntary - requires SJRBC and all counties to approve
● Funding - special assessment on landowners can be apportioned 

based on benefit like drain assessments
● Purposes - flooding, stormwater, drainage, recreation, water quality
● Requirements - IFA water study, watershed plan, etc. 
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New Business
• Legislative Changes

▫ HB 1639: Watershed Development Commissions
● Annual Special Assessment rate maximums are set in statute:

● $7 per residential parcel
● $1 per acre for agricultural land
● $2 per acre for commercial land w/ no structures
● $50 per commercial parcel w/ structures
● $360 per parcel for industrial/utility parcels

●  Potential Annual Revenue:
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County Agricultural Residential Commercial Industrial/Utility Total

St. Joseph $45,041 $125,265 $227,994 $500,760 $899,060

Elkhart $169,647 $474,243 $187,270 $1,359,000 $2,190,160

LaGrange $206,351 $111,391 $37,450 $140,040 $495,232

Total ($): $421,039 $710,899 $452,714 $1,999,800 $3,584,452



New Business
• Legislative Changes
• Water Study & Implementation Plan

▫ IFA support for regional water study
▫ Assess Green Infrastructure and quantify value
▫ Implementation Plan - identify costs & priority 

areas for Green Infrastructure investment:
● floodplain reconnection, meanders, offline storage, 

wetland establishment, tree planting, soil health, etc.
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New Business
• Legislative Changes
• Water Study & Implementation Plan
• 2023-25 Legal Contract

▫ No changes except increase in rates:
● Meeting rate from $350 to $450
● Hourly rate from $130/hr to $200/hr
● Rates have not previously changed in 10+ years
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New Business
• Legislative Changes
• Water Study & Implementation Plan
• 2023-25 Legal Contract
• FY24 Work Plan & Budget Adoption
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New Business
• FY24 Work Plan & Budget Adoption
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New Business
• FY24 Work Plan & Budget Adoption
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New Business
• Legislative Changes
• Water Study & Implementation Plan
• 2023-25 Legal Contract
• FY24 Work Plan & Budget Adoption
• Other Business/Updates

▫ Announcements from Commission Members

34



Director’s Report
• Administrative
• Education/Outreach
• Planning/Resource Development
• Water Monitoring
• Member/Partner Support
• Advocacy
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Items From the Floor
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Next Meeting
September 7th, 2023


