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Opening Business

• Call to Order
• Introduction/Meeting Instructions
• Roll Call
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The SJRBC shall consist of the 
following (or their proxy):

• The Mayor of each Class-II City or the Executive of 
the municipality with the largest population if the 
County does not have a Class-II city

• A County Commissioner from each County
• The Health Officer from each County
• The County Surveyor from each County
• A Representative of the SWCD from each County
• The Director of the Indiana DNR

(paraphrased from IC 14-30-3-8)
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Meeting Instructions
• State your name & county when making motions
• No need to state your name when voting
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Opening Business

• Call to Order
• Introduction/Meeting Instructions
• Roll Call

▫ Your Name
▫ Your Title/Affiliation
▫ Who you represent 

(if you are a proxy)
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Consent Agenda

• Approval of Minutes
• Financial Report
• Approval of Claims
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Consent Agenda

• Approval of Minutes
▫ December 7, 2023
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Financial Report – FY 24 Q2 Activities
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Financial Report – FY 24 Q2 Assets
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Financial Report – FY 24 Q2 Cash Flows



Consent Agenda

• Approval of Minutes
• Financial Report
• Approval of Claims
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Consent Agenda

• Approval of Minutes
• Financial Report
• Approval of Claims

Questions?
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• Water Monitoring Program

Old Business
15



SJRBC Water Monitoring 
Program Updates

Kate Barrett, PhD
March 14, 2024



Partner support for good monitoring data



Partner support of monitoring efforts: Steuben County

Strategic water quality monitoring 
program started in 2023

● 10 sites monitored for 19 
consecutive weeks

● 17 variables measured
● 2 AmeriCorps members 
● Short report drafted
● Informational flyer
● Big thanks to the Steuben County 

Community Foundation for 2 two 
grants supporting this work

Preparing for 2024:
● Recruiting AmeriCorps 

members
● 20 sites to be monitored
● Adding biological monitoring



Partner support of monitoring efforts: Steuben County

A snapshot of the monitoring locations of the new program



Partner support of monitoring efforts: LaGrange County

● Revived surface water monitoring initiatives in 2023
■ 3 public workshops to garner support
■ Voluntary water quality monitoring program 

● AWARDED two grants in 2023 to support strategic 
monitoring in 2024:

● Community Foundation Impact Grant ($11,500)
● REMC EnviroWatts grant ($8,500)

● Applying for NIPSCO Environmental Action Grant to 
support purchase of testing equipment

● Set to launch new strategic program in 2024
○ 15 sites
○ 20 consecutive weeks 



Recent Presentations

1. Envirothon in Columbia City on Feb 29
2. Goshen Flood Awareness Meeting on March 5
3. Pay Dirt in Elkhart County on March 6
4. Unity Gardens Growing Summit on March 9 



Upcoming Presentations & Events

1. AmeriCorps Day of Service on March 15
2. Indiana Lakes Management Society (ILMS) conference on 

March 21
3. Hoosier RiverWatch Basic Workshops

a. April 28 - Starke County
b. May 19 - Clear Lake Conservancy



Ongoing projects: Biological monitoring program



Ongoing project: Watershed data inventory

GOAL: Identify gaps & assist 
partners in watershed monitoring 



Ongoing project: SJRBC web map

https://stjoe.riverdata.app/

https://stjoe.riverdata.app/


Ongoing project: Hoosier RiverWatch data analysis



New project: Bowman Creek Watershed Study
Collaboration with Notre Dame - IBM Technology Ethics Lab

● Pilot study of engineering & 
technological approaches

● Better understanding of 
hydrology of urban streams



Need watershed data 
assistance?

I’m happy to help!
kbarrett@macog.com



Old Business
• Water Monitoring Program
• Kate’s program updates
• Flow monitoring 
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https://sensors.tolthawk.com/Dashboard/Index?regionId=49

https://sensors.tolthawk.com/Dashboard/Index?regionId=49


Old Business
• Water Monitoring Program
• Watershed Study
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Old Business
• Water Monitoring Program
• Watershed Study
• 24th Annual Symposium

▫ Will be held on Friday May 
10th

▫ At the Covered Bridge Farm 
Park in Centreville, MI

▫ In conjunction with FotSJR’s 
Watershed Celebration

▫ Still looking for topic and 
speaker suggestions
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New Business
• Legislative Updates

▫ Wetlands
● Indiana’s State wetland regulations (HEA 1383)
● Incentives for wetland preservation (SEA 246)

▫ Drainage
● Logjam removal (SB 140)
● Drainage handbook (SB 105)

▫ Groundwater withdrawal (SB 249)
▫ Septic system inspection (HB 1329)
▫ PFAS (HB 1399)

▫ Local Government policies/regulations
● Noble Co. Stormwater/Drainage Ordinance
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New Business
• Legislative Updates
• Other Business/Updates

▫ Announcements from Commission Members
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Director’s Report
• Administrative
• Education/Outreach
• Planning/Resource Development
• Water Monitoring
• Member/Partner Support
• Advocacy
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Items From the Floor
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Next Meeting
May 30th, 2024


